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AOH Presidentõs 

Message 
 

I hope everyone has a wonderful summer. If you're in town please 
consider stopping at the hall for a cool down. Well, the Celtic Faire 
was literally a washout. We lost money this year. We were counting 
on this income to tide us over the summer. That makes it even 
more critical that you make the effort to patronize your Hibernian 
Home.  
 
 I need to apologize for the lateness of this article (yet again).  With 
the changeover of responsibilities from me and the trustees "taking 
care of business" to that of the new Board of Directors, I need to re-
focus on what the division's role is going forward.  So, to that end, 
we need to concentrate our division efforts in three areas of activity 
to begin.  

1. Remain the workforce for the "Club".  
2. National and State Hibernian issues, as well as local Irish 

activities throughout the Capital District and beyond. 
3. Provide goodwill throughout Schenectady County that will 
benefit both the Division and, by extension, the "Clubò. We 
can do this by donating our time and talent to worthy 
causes, and many other ways.  (eg. Bell Ringers at 
Christmas time.)  
 

More as our role develops and things settle down.  
 
After perusing the National Website and the NYS "Hibernian" 
newsletter, I'd like to draw everyone's attention to the NYS & Nat'l. 
efforts regarding Immigration.  Danny O'Connell and Dan Dennehy 
(the "Dapper Dans") are fighting the good fight and doing great 
things fighting extradition of Irish immigrants and lobbying for true 
reform of the immigration laws.  These guys really need our 
support.  
 
On the FFAI front, I'm in the process of becoming more informed 
and meditating on this whole business of the so-called "Good Friday 
Accord".  While, as a Catholic, I applaud the peace this has 
brought, and as an outside, albeit interested, observer, I see the 
great strides Sinn Fein is making, I can't help but feel that the whole 
business is an attempt at "Appeasement".  It seems to have had the 
effect of enshrining the status quo in the north.  There's no good 
reason for the Brits or the Unionists to pursue reunification. 
 Further, the Republicans and Nationalists are rapidly becoming the 
entrenched power bloc.  More on this as I get more informed and 
my humble opinion is more formed. 
. 
Slan leat, 
-Eoghain 

 
 

Area Coordinator 
John Juhren 
518-377-7999 

Senior12308@netscape.net  

 
 
 

Tom Lawrence 
Proprietor 

Lennon's Irish Shop 
164 Jay Street 

(Pedestrian walk way) 
 Schenectady, New York, 12305 

Phone: 518.377.0064 
info@lennonsirishshop.com 

Store Hours 
+ MONDAY - THURSDAY 11 am - 6 pm 

+FRIDAY 11 am ï 9 pm 
+ SATURDAY 11 am - 6 pm 
+ SUNDAY 10 am ï 3 pm 
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Mickey McGuire was but one person, but 
what an impact one person can make. A 
member of the AOH for more years than 
many have been alive, he held most 
Division Offices in the line of ñthe chairsò 
with the exception of VP and President. 
Where he best displayed his talents and 
devotion to the order was as a volunteer. 
Bingo Chairman back in the day of papyrus 
bingo cards, building committee fund raiser, 
helping hands on any work party, he did it 
all, and not just for the short term. Multiple 
generations of members knew him as 
ñUncle Mickeyò (myself included), literally 
hundreds did so, including a fair number of 
kin. A dedicated Degree Team Member 
since the 70s until only recent years when 

A Bit of History ð A Monthly Feature 

 

Last football season a few members decided to take up a collection for new televisions for the pub.   I am happy to inform you that we 
now have two 40 inch flat screen televisions mounted on the wall behind the bar.   I would like to thank the members involved for 
their donations.   I would also like to thank Bob Keough and Mike McGuire who donated their time and considerable talents to 
complete the installation of the televisions.    

We are trying to fill the void left on Tuesday nights due to the departure of the Pipe Band.   We have been having and will continue to 
have drink specials such as $3 draft beers, $1.75 bottles of domestic beer, $2.50 imported bottles and $2.50 for all call liquor.   We also 
are featuring steamed clams for $7 per dozen.   We have sold out the last two weeks and hope that trend continues.  If support for this 
continues we could expand the menu. 

There will be a sign up sheet for the football club and for the Monday night rollover pool.  There is no limit to the number of people in 
the football club but the rollover pool is limited to 25 people.  Stop by the pub for further details.   During football season the drink 
specials mentioned above for Tuesday will be repeated on days and nights during all NFL games. 

For the month of August, the pub will be closed on Sunday and Monday unless there is an event scheduled or possibly a football pre 
season game. Call the hall before you come down.  Regular hours will continue after Labor Day. 

On Monday August 16th the Giants are playing against the Jets.  The pub will be open that evening. Stop 
by to watch the game on our new flat screens.  Drink specials and hot dogs during the game. 

 

health issues overcame his desire to be a 
part of something he loved. Truly was he 
a Republican Nationalist and ardent 
supporter of Irish Northern Aid, no stone 
was left unturned in his efforts to 
contribute to freedom for all of Ireland, not 
a catch phrase, but a personal life 
mission. Few such members pass through 
our doors and when called to the Lord, the 
loss is immense. It would take a 
reasonable number of men to fill shoes 
such as these. To list all of his 
contributions would require more than this 
brief homage, but let serve as Mickey 
would have wanted it to, an example. May 
he rest in peace. 

Pub News  
By Joe & Tim 

 

 

Trachtenberg Law Offices 
2350 Barcelona Road 

Schenectady, New York 12309 
Tel. 518-382-7815 
Fax. 518-382-7834 

Email: trachlaw@trachlaw.com 
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How we can each ñDonateò by Owen Cole 
As you all know, there are three ways we can make donations to good causes; Time, Talent, and Treasure.  I ' d like 

to take this opportunity to give my thoughts on each of these and my perceptions on how they relate to our 

situation.  

        In our daily lives we are members of many "organizations" ( for lack of a better word)  that make demands on 

our Time, Talent, and Treasure.  We have jobs, we have families, we are Catholics ( most of us) , or at least members 

of faith communities, we may be members of professional associations, and, yes, we are Hibernians.  All of these 

require some measure of our Time, Talent, and Treasure.  The amount of each of these we can comfortably afford to 

devote to any of our "memberships" varies in proportion to our perceptions of the value each provides.  That value 

might be love, friendship ( certainly a form of love) , providing a comfortable ( as far as possible)  life to our loved 

ones, or even "intangibles" like securing our salvation.  So how does this relate to our division( s)  of the 

AOH/ LAOH?  

        Time:  I 'm sure many of us, perhaps all of us at one time or another has performed mundane functions for the 

division or club.  Things like running a 50/ 50, volunteering at Bingo, dishwashing, waiting tables, or bartending.  All 

of these are valuable functions to our mission and survival even though they don' t fully utilize our particular 

expertise, whatever that might be.  Take a look around the hall sometime.  Brothers and Sisters are diligently at 

work cleaning, serving, selling, planning events, grinding asphalt tile from behind the bar, fixing this or that mowing 

the lawn ( we have a lawn?) ,  trimming the hedges ( where?)  - a veritable bee-hive of activity.  Without these Brothers 

and Sisters performing these tedious tasks, our hall couldn' t possibly continue to exist.   Please take your time to 

thank them for their hard work.  We have any number of regularly occurring activities that can be performed which 

will help our hall and divisions that don' t take a lot of effort other than your time.  

        In the very near future, we hope to expand our charitable giving through our time offerings.  Bishop Gibbons 

is in dire need of having their athletic field rehabilitated.  The Rotary unit ( division?)  that regularly meets at our hall 

( They do?  When?)  has brought to our attention this need.  We need to respond.  I t' s in our nature as Irish Catholics 

( Edmond Rice - Catholic School - etc.) .  I t' s part of what I  perceive as our mission in our community.  Also, the 

Salvation Army is in need of bell ringers.  This is a great way for us to engage in a penitential practice during the 

upcoming season of Advent.   Again, ministering to our membership, while at the same time helping to raise money 

for the less advantaged, is a "two-fer" in my book.  

        Talent:  None of the activities in the last paragraph requires any great expertise.  Just you.  Your body.  Your 

attendance.  Your Time.  So how do we donate our talent?  We have a wonderful,  dedicated, group of brothers and 

sisters that perform professional services, free of charge, to our division and club.  Whether it' s Legal services, 

Accountant services, or many other services required by an organization such as ours, these brothers and sisters, 

likewise, are hard at work - for us.  The difference is that these activities take, not just their Time, but also their 

particular Talent.  They are doing things for us every day that they could be doing for others at a profit to their 

business.  Naming them is a dangerous thing because inevitably I ' ll leave someone out.  This is certainly not my 

intention, and I  apologize ahead of time if you are slighted.  Know that your efforts are not unnoticed.  I  hope I  

embarrass the folks I  name because they would never want to take credit for themselves.  Be sure to thank them if 

you bump into them.  

        First of all,  M ike McGuire.  Here's a brother who, arguably, single handedly, literally keeps our hall from 

falling apart.   Whether it' s fixing the dump sink or building the big-screen TV stand, M ike's hand is in it.   The many, 

many ways M ike has been of service to the club over the years are innumerable and an exercise in considering our 

history over these past thirty years or so.  Bruce Trachtenburg and Mary Siudy are another example.  We have had 

some very tense situations over the past few years and these brother and sister have really come through.  Any way 

you know of to show your support for their dedicated, hard work is appreciated ;)  .   Dick O'Connor - without his 

professional expertise, we'd certainly have lost our 501( c) ( 3)  status several years ago.  Farren M ion installed the 

brand new tile floor behind the bar - at his own expense.  Brian Flahive keeps everything "locked up".  Notice the 

cool combination lock on the office lately?  In the next few weeks, John McAvoy, Jim Scott,  Glen Walker and his 

son ( I  forget his name - sorry) ,  and Ed M inahan have ALL volunteered their professional services to help rehabilitate, 

as much as possible, our apartment building at 1750 State St.  Several of these brothers, due to the economy, are 

currently out-of-work.  Now that' s the spirit of Charity that we need.  I  hope I ' ve sufficiently embarrassed these 

brothers and sisters.  Be sure to thank them.  Also, be sure to point out whom I ' ve missed ( professional chefs?) . 

 Their Talents, in no less way, contribute to our success in real,  tangible ways that also show their true spirit of 

giving.  

        Treasure:  This is, perhaps, the easiest to understand.  Money, cash, moolah, kwan.  We all pay our dues ( well 

all,  except your current president :)  ) .   Your dues helps our financial situation in great ways.  Also, when you make 

direct donations over and above your dues for things like "building and grounds upkeep", "cultural activities", and 

any number of other things.   Perhaps not as obvious to many of us - our events.  Once again, a "two-fer".  We can 

raise much needed Treasure for all our various worthy causes while at the same time having a blast.  Celtic Faire and 

Celtic Day in the Park are good examples.  When we attend these events we are not only having fun, we are donating 

of our Treasure.  But, let' s not forget these fun-filled times are the result of other brothers'  and sisters'  donations of 

their Time, Talent, and Treasure.  I f you get a chance, try one of our Sunday afternoon Movies.  These funds go to 

the AOH Freedom for All I reland efforts and are a great way of learning some of our ancestral history.  You can' t 

beat what you get for a simple "free-will" offering.  

        Well, I  hope you get the message.  I f you are already donating your Time, Talent, and Treasure - Thank You. 

 I f not, it' s not because there aren' t plenty of good examples and many great opportunities.  Please help. 



 


